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passive, "presumptious and self-centered."5 They be-
lieved themselves to be "in every respect the first
nation in the world."6 They liked "distinctions and
flattery."7 They were "so indolent and lazy that they
let everything go to rack and ruin around them."8
They were envious, sensitive, given to swearing and to
criticism and opposition. They were "haughty, vain-
glorious and liars . . . and lazy in the cultivation of
their land."9 They had no taste for regular work and
they were by nature unmanageable. But if they made
bad servants, as Charlevoix says, it was because "their
courage is too great and they love their freedom too
well to be willing to subject themselves to others," or,
as Montcalm put it, they liked to breathe the air of
liberty. And their contemporaries recognized many
solid qualities in them also: the most rigid honesty,
bravery proof against all trials, "a gay and happy
humour,"10 "gentle and polished manners,"11 a calm
and unruffled nature, politeness "much more refined
than that of the Dutch or English colonials,"12 a taste
for sociability which made them hospitable and charit-
able even if, like good Frenchmen, they were not with-
out guile, were close fisted with their pennies, and had
to have their tithes screwed out of them. As severe a
critic as the famous sailor, Bougainville, Montcalm's
aide de camp, who was little given to praise, recognized
their willingness, their bravery, their affability, their
honesty, and judged them skilful shots, indefatigable
in hunting, running races, and travelling. A traveller

5  La Hontan.                                9  Bougainville.

6  Montcalm.                                  10 Peter Kalm.

7  Hocquart.                                   u Charlevoix.

8  La Galissonniere.                        12 Peter Kalm.